


 

 

In its Double in a Decade thrust, the Baptist General Conference has designated “ministry” as the 
emphasis for 1978. In the light of this emphasis and in view of all the above factors, be it resolved:  
 

1. That ministry be defined in the Conference in a way that expresses the whole spectrum of 
concerns for lost humanity that are found in Scripture: Ministry is the spiritual offering of 
all Christians lovingly expressed in actions-upward to God in a service of worship as a 
redeemed community; inward to the body in a service of sustaining and nurturing 



 

 

Human Relations – Adopted 1965 
 

We believe that:  
    

God created one human family and that all men everywhere, whatever their color, culture,  

class or caste, are inseparably related and bound together as members of that one human family.  
 

All men are created in the image of God and are equally precious in His sight.  
 

Jesus Christ, Himself the God-man, by His redemptive act lives now as the Savior and Lord of 
men everywhere, whatever their color, culture, class or caste.  
 

All men are by nature selfish and in rebellion against God; and that only through God’s reconciling 
grace can they be set free from the dominion of sin to live as one in Christ.  
 

Through the Word, the Holy Spirit establishes the fellowship of believers to which men are called 
for corporate worship, compassionate concern and evangelistic outreach.  
 

Since the Church is created by God, the decisive factor in controlling its mission is not based 
primarily upon the variable cultural patterns in the world but upon the revelatory principles of the 
Word of God.  
 

Therefore, the mandate of Jesus Christ, to bring salvation to all men, makes it obligatory for the 
Church to communicate the Gospel to all men without discrimination or distinction.  
 

Further, we maintain that to exclude from worship or membership in the local congregation any 
person on the basis of color, culture, class or caste is to sin against God and man.  
 

Furthermore, Christians ought to exercise their God-given responsibility by acting to remove 
whatever injustices exist in the community and to insure for all persons, without discrimination, just 
and equal opportunities, especially in housing, employment, education and full rights of citizenship 
including equitable voting privileges.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


