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   A call to a biblical view of ministry - Adopted 1978  
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     Racial Reconciliation - Adopted 1996  
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War and Peace 



 

 

Abortion 
 

Abortion – Adopted 1981* 
Recognizing the critical nature and complexity of the issue of abortion, be it resolved that the 
Baptist General Conference opposes abortion on demand and encourages its members to  
influence public opinion in this regard and that our attitude toward those involved in abortion and 
abortion decisions, be able to speak the truth in love, seeking to bring to bear the forgiveness of 
God and healing through Christ’s body, the church. 
 

Abortion – Adopted 1971 
Being very much aware of the current concern about the liberalization of existing laws related to  
abortion; 



 

 

Abstinence 
 

True Love Waits – Adopted 1994* 
Whereas many pressures are brought to bear on our young people to engage in sexual activity; 
and Whereas the pledge contained within the program “True Love Waits” embodies the concept of 
sexual abstinence until marriage;  
 

Be it resolved, that the delegates in attendance at the 1994 annual meeting of the Baptist General 
Conference hereby encourage promotion of the concepts contained in the pledge of the “True 
Love Waits” program and the spiritual values which it and similar programs embody; and that we 
urge all of our churches and parents to seek this type of commitment from our young people as a 
positive reinforcement of the biblical principles and values to which we as the Baptist General 
Conference subscribe.  
 

The following is the pledge from the “True Love Waits” program:  
 

“Believing that true love waits, I make a commitment to God, myself, my family, those I date and  
my future children to be sexually pure until the day I enter a covenant marriage relationship.”) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Baptism and Membership 
 

The Relationship Between Baptism and Membership – Adopted 1995 
Report from the Task Force on Baptism/Membership  
    

Rev. Vic Winquist, chairman of the Task Force on Baptism/Membership reported that the Task  

Force was created in response to questions concerning the admission of two new churches into  
BGC affiliation which 



 

 

Bethel University 
 

Resolution in support of Bethel College and Seminary – Adopted 2000 
From the Committed Pastors to the 2000 Annual Meeting (introduced by Ron Saar) Passed 423  
“For” / 363 “Against” on 6/28/2000. 
 

Be it resolved that the statement on the doctrine of God in the 1951 Affirmation of Faith is  
sufficiently stated; and, in regard to the subject of open theism, as delegates of the Baptist 
General Conference (who are also the delegates of Bethel College and Seminary) * we affirm the 
Position paper unanimously approved by the Board of Trustees of Bethel College and Seminary 
on June 24, 2000.  
 

POSITION STATEMENT OF THE BETHEL BOARD OF TRUSTEES Whereas, as the Bethel  
Board of Trustees:  
 

We affirm our bylaw-mandated responsibility..."for maintaining the integrity of both instruction and 
spiritual quality within the College and Seminary, such that traditional, biblical and historic  
baptistic principles and doctrine observed by the churches affiliated with Bethel Corporation are  
not compromised," and  
 

We acknowledge the debate regarding Open Theism is of critical importance in seeking truth and 
unity within our Conference, and have given careful consideration to the concerns that have been 
raised; and  
 

We affirm the unanimous vote of the Committee for Theological Clarification and Assessment 
occurring on May 13, 1998, that Dr. Boyd's views did not warrant his termination as a member of  
the Bethel College faculty and by inference that his views fall within the accepted bounds of the 
evangelical spectrum; and  
 



 

 

Further, we reaffirm Dr. Greg Boyd as a valued colleague within the Bethel Christian liberal arts  
community 





 

!





 

 

the early Swedish Baptist immigrants had a deep hunger to understand and obey the 
Word of God as their sole authority for faith and practice.  

 

2. 



 



 

 

Providing opportunities whereby the God-given gifts of the individual can be discovered, 
developed and employed. 
 

1. Recognizing the freedom of the individual to be led by the Holy Spirit in the making of 
decisions in areas wherein the Scriptures are either silent or not specific.





 

 

Gender 
 

Beliefs about homosexual behavior and ministering to homosexual persons – Reaffirmed 
2012 
Delegates unanimously reaffirmed the preciously adopted statement (below).  
 

Beliefs about homosexual behavior and ministering to homosexual persons – Adopted 
1992 
We the delegates t



 

 

6. We believe that Christian churches should reach out in love and truth to minister to 
people touched by homosexuality, and that those who contend Biblically against their own 
sexual temptation should be patiently assisted in their battle, not ostracized or disdained. 
However, the more prominent a leadership role or modeling role a person holds in a 
church or institution of the Conference, the higher will be the expectations for God’s ideal 
of sexual obedience and wholeness. We affirm that both heterosexual and homosexual 
persons should find help in the church to engage in the Biblical battle against all improper 
sexual thoughts and behaviors.  
 

Part 2 
 

We further endorse the following affirmation as an implication of the previous six beliefs.  
 

Since beliefs about the sinfulness of homosexual behavior, like beliefs about the sinfulness of 
lying, stealing, murder, greed, etc., are an essential part of our commitment to the supreme 
authority of the Bible in all matters of faith and conduct, and since a person who believes that 
lying, stealing, murder or greed are Biblically acceptable lifestyles would not and should not be 



 

 



 

 

Human Worth 
 

A call to a biblical view of ministry – Adopted 1978 
The Bible clearly challenges the church and individual Christians to minister to the whole spectrum 
of human needs. They are to follow the example of Jesus, who saw it as His goal not only to 
preach the gospel, but also to meet the needs of the poor, those in prison, the blind and 
oppressed (Luke 4:18). He encouraged His followers to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and visit 
the sick (Matt. 25:34-36). For them not to meet such needs was seen as hypocrisy (James 2:14



 

 

In its Double in a Decade thrust, the Baptist General Conference has designated “ministry” as the 
emphasis for 1978. In the light of this emphasis and in view of all the above factors, be it resolved:  
 

1. That ministry be defined in the Conference in a way that expresses the whole spectrum of 
concerns for lost humanity that are found in Scripture: Ministry is the spiritual offering of 
all Christians lovingly expressed in actions-upward to God in a service of worship as a 
redeemed community; inward to the body in a service of sustaining and nurturing 
fellowship; outward to the community in a service of redemptive ministry (Romans 12:1-
18; I John 3:11-18; Galatians 6:1-10). 

2. That the Baptist General Conference commit itself as an association of churches to 
encourage the above view of ministry in every way possible. That the Conference office 
become a clearinghouse for the awareness of needs, using The Standard for interchange 
of ideas and mutual encouragement among churches in the development of broader and 
more effective kinds of ministry. That the Social Ministries Committee become a more 
active and integral part of the Board of Home Missions, having its own full time executive. 
That evangelism and social ministry be seen as accompanying aspects of every outreach 
effort of the Conference. 

 
3. That each church in the Baptist General Conference be encouraged during this year of 

ministry to re-examine its way of applying the gospel to human lives. That each be 
encouraged to develop at least one particular corporate ministry that meets a genuine 
need in its community, as a symbol of its desire to bring the whole gospel to the whole 
person. That each church also emphasize the biblical gifts of ministry present in its 
membership, such as serving, financial aid, acts of mercy, helping, healing, organizing 
(Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:27-30). 

4. That every individual member of a Conference church review his or her Christian service 
in the light of the example set by Jesus. That we seek to balance as He did the word of 



 

 

Human Relations – Adopted 1965 
 

We believe that:  
    

God created one human family and that all men everywhere, whatever their color, culture,  

class or caste, are inseparably related and bound together as members of that one human family.  
 

All men are created in the image of God and are equally precious in His sight.  
 

Jesus Christ, Himself the God-man, by His redemptive act lives now as the Savior and Lord of 
men everywhere, whatever their color, culture, class or caste.  
 

All men are by nature selfish and in rebellion against God; and that only through God’s reconciling 
grace can they be set free from the dominion of sin to live as one in Christ.  
 

Through the Word, the Holy Spirit establishes the fellowship of believers to which men are called 
for corporate worship, compassionate concern and evangelistic outreach.  
 

Since the Church is created by God, the decisive factor in controlling its mission is not based 
primarily upon the variable cultural patterns in the world but upon the revelatory principles of the 
Word of God.  
 







 

 

Each local church, according to historic Baptist practices, interprets the Biblical principles and 
determines its own policies on these matters. The Church as a loving and healing community 
should nurture and teach individuals and families in the Biblical ideals of marriage and the 
Christian home. Churches should deal with people involved in divorce and remarriage with 
firmness, love forgiveness, patience and prayer (Galatians 5:1-2; II Timothy 2:24-26; Colossians 
3:16) Social Action 
 

Racial Reconciliation – 





 

 

• This situation exists in part because churches and Christians have often been silent, 
failing to rebuke people for their sins, and have faltered in prophetically proclaiming God’s 
 





 

 

5. Individuals can refrain from using and supporting all motion pictures, books, magazines, 
television programs, newspapers, etc. which are offensive to their personal moral 
convictions.  

6. Objectives can lovingly but yet firmly be expressed to those businesses which individuals 
personally feel contribute to the moral decay of people and families by their sale or 
sponsorship of pornographic material.  

7. Individuals can refrain from patronizing companies that sponsor programs or advertise in 
media that are offensive to their personal moral convictions. 
 

An affluent church in a hungry world – Adopted 1979 
 

I. WHEREAS, we are living in a world that is crying out in its need as evidenced by the 
facts:  
A. One out of every seven people in the world is suffering from hunger and 

malnutrition, and  
B. Approximately 14,000 people die daily from starvation and related diseases; and 

WHEREAS, such statistics are beyond our comprehension, they nevertheless 
show a great and pressing need of our world. Now, as at no other time in the 
history of mankind, we are painfully aware of the great need of a hungry world, 
and in an affluent and informed society, we can no longer ignore the need of the 
world. No longer can we remain silent or uninvolved citizens of a country that can 
produce more food than it needs, but will not in order to control our own  
economy and maintain an affluent lifestyle for her citizens. Hunger, retardation, 
famine and death are the grim realities of much of the underdeveloped nations of 
our world. Even within  
our own communities, hunger is a reality to many poor, elderly and unemployed. 

II. WHEREAS the Word of God is explicit in its instruction to Christians regarding their 
responsibility to the poor and hungry, as evidenced by:  
A. 



 

 

4. Galatians 2:10 shows it was the example of the early church to “remember 
the poor” and was the eager desire of the Apostle Paul.  

5. Matthew 25:40 shows Jesus’ concern for the whole man, and that as we 
minister unto even the least of these His brethren, we have done it unto Him.  

6. 1 John 3:17, 18 exhorts us to love not only in word and speech, but in deed 
and in truth. If we see our brother in need, and close our hearts against him, 
we cannot say that God’s love abides in us. 

III. WHEREAS, the Baptist General Conference has been known down through its 
history as being concerned about the need of the whole man, as seen by our concern 
for children’s and retirement homes, military and institutional chaplaincies and 
medical work abroad, we must confess that we have not d



 

 

3. Giving careful study to the Word of God on portions that pertain to Christian 
lifestyle, and that these studies be made privately, in our family and church 
studies.  

4. Making sacrificial downward adjustments in our annual expenditures for 







 

 

6. the increasing participation of our population in the nefarious forms of gambling and 
lottery. 

 
We look upon these evils without compromise, as a serious danger to the physical health and well-
being of participants, to the lives of others and of unborn generations. We therefore protest 
against these degrading practices and against those whom we hold responsible for this curse, 
those who so shamefully and without respect for decency and the common good of all society, 
and of our youth in particular, propagandize and exploit only for their own personal gain.  
 

We therefore earnestly urge upon the members of our churches to take a definite stand against 
these evils; that members cooperate in such non



 

 



 

 

We start new congregations because we desire to see the kingdom of God advance in every 
community, county and country and among every people group.  
 

For these reasons and more, we reaffirm our commitment to focus on starting new congregations 
and strengthening existing congregations to start new congregations worldwide. Our prayer and 
desire is that every Converge church will play a part in intentionally starting new congregations 
that reach ethnically, racially and economically diverse communities locally, regionally and globally 
with the love of Jesus Christ.  
 

We pray that our church leaders will sense a responsibility to their entire community, city or 
county. We pray that they would unapologeti


